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SITUATION REPORT NO. 3
INCIDENT NO. 97-001 (Continuation of 96-01)
DATE:   March 31, 1997            TIME: 10 a.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Flood -Devils Lake.

2. DEATH AND INJURIES: No change from 1996 reports.

3. DAMAGE:  The Devils Lake level was 1437.92 feet MSL on March 30, 1997.

The Spring Snowmelt Flood Outlook, issued by the National Weather Service on March
28, still calls for the level of Devils Lake to peak at 1,440.5 feet in June or July, one-half
foot below its 1830 record.

4. RESOURCES COMMITTED:

LOCAL:  No change from previous reports.

STATE:  No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL:  No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS: No change from previous reports.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS:  A State Flood Coordination Center meeting was held in Devils Lake,
March 20, 1997.  Following is a summary of information reported during that meeting.

N.D. National Guard

In order to assist local response to flooding, N.D. National Guard members constructed a
sandbagging machine at the Combined Support Maintenance Shop (CSMS) at Camp
Gilbert C. Grafton. The machine’s design includes four spouts capable of filling 1,600 to
2,000 bags per hour. It has a top-loading hopper that requires a front-end loader for
material handling and can be transported by a dual axel car trailer. The National Guard
plans on providing a team to transport, down load and fill the hopper with sand. All
materials and labor for sandbagging will be coordinated and provided by the requesting
local jurisdiction. The Division of Emergency Management will prioritize and coordinate
requests for the machine.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is storing sandbags at the Air National
Guard in Fargo and at Camp Grafton.  The North Dakota Agency for Surplus Property
temporarily stored approximately 400,000 at the Air National Guard in Fargo before they
were distributed to local jurisdictions.
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N.D. Department of Transportation (N.D. DOT)

The N.D. DOT will let four bids on April 18 to elevate N.D. Highways 20 and 57 to 1,444.7
feet MSL. Additional gravel base material will be added to that elevation.  Plans call for
widening road embankments to maintain road width. This will result in less seepage
through the embankment.

The contractor installing a bridge at Six Mile Bay on N.D. Highway 19 plans to resume
work soon on the project. Plans call for elevating the roadway to 1,441 feet MSL and the
bridge to 1,448.5 feet MSL by July.

The Devils Lake District Office has identified 23 sites where high water may damage or
inundate area state highways. Employees will monitor these sites during snowmelt to
determine the need for warning/road closure signing or damage control.

The district office has also developed some continency plans for determining the need for
barricades and signing for areas where problems developed after a fast snowmelt. These
areas include N.D. Highway 20 near Webster, N.D. Highway 1 at Stump Lake, and
Hurdsfield area sloughs.

N.D. DOT Commissioner Marshall Moore has issued an Emergency Proclamation for the
reinstallation of concrete barriers on N.D. Highway 57 and to repair damaged rip-rap on
N.D. Highway 20. A bid opening will be held the first week of April.

The N.D. DOT plans to raise the grade of U.S. Highway 2 two miles west of Churchs Ferry,
where flooding problems have occurred since 1993. The agency decided to raise the
highway so that is no longer a safety issue for motorists.

N.D. State Insurance Department

Officials for the Fire and Tornado Fund, administered by North Dakota State Insurance
Department, recommends that each of the fund’s policyholders consider purchasing
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) coverage. The Fund provides property
insurance coverage for buildings and contents of political subdivisions, but only offers
$10,000 in flood insurance coverage. 

The Insurance Department, through numerous calls and letters, has determined that many
insurance companies have placed moratoriums on adding sewer/sump pump backup
coverage on existing or new accounts or increasing the coverage amount on existing
contracts.

N.D. Game and Fish Department

The Game and Fish Department has budgeted approximately $150,000 to upgrade boat
access sites in the Devils Lake area. Plans to upgrade facilities call for elevating the East
Bay boating access site to 1,443 feet MSL, and the Six Mile and Black Tiger Bay access
sites to 1,442 feet MSL. The agency is trying to find a suitable site for boat access near
the Minnewaukan boat access site.      

                        
The N.D. State Water Commission (SWC)

The SWC has received 65 new applications since January for the Available Storage
Acreage Program (ASAP).  These sites are estimated to provide 4,000-5,000 acre feet
(AF) of new storage for this year.  To date, agreements have been reached on 17 sites
that will be capable of holding approximately 1,000 AF of water this spring.  This brings
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the total storage obtained through ASAP to 10,000 AF, when combined with the 8,000 AF
of storage secured last spring and the 1,000 AF obtained last fall.  The 10,000 AF of
storage will keep approximately 1.5 inches of water out of Devils Lake.  The SWC is
continuing to accept new ASAP applications.

N.D. Parks and Recreation Department

Plans are underway to move the bait shop at Grahams Island State Park, pending
resolution of deed restrictions by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. The shop will be
relocated from its present elevation of 1,438.5 feet to 1,454 feet MSL.

Lake Region Health Unit

The Concrete Sectional Plant near Fort Totten, which had been inundated in Devils Lake
waters, has been removed.

North Central Planning Council

North Central Planning Council staff members are continuing work on a temporary diking
program, which will match homeowners on a one-to-one basis, up to $2,000. The program
has been expanded to include protecting individual sewer systems. Approximately
$90,000 is available.

The Council has $50,000 available for relocating a flood-threatened rural water line at Six
Mile Bay Bridge.

The Council is also applying for a $49,000 grant from the U.S. Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to assist with raising of Grahams Island Road.

The Council recently completed two surveys, one of which addressed damages around
Devils Lake. A second survey reviewed the possible damages that could occur for areas
of the city of Devils Lake between 1,440 feet and 1,445 feet MSL if the city’s lake level
protection system had not been in place.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

Construction workers are 50 percent complete with the first stage of efforts to raise the city
of Devils Lake’s lake level protection by five feet to 1,445 feet MSL.

The USACE advertised for bids for the second phase of the project on March 10. A bid
opening is scheduled for April 9. The USACE expects to award the contract in mid-April.

USACE officials are working with representatives of Ramsey County Emergency
Management and Ramsey County Rural Utilities to provide ring dikes and rip-rap for three
lift stations and three manholes.

Ramsey County Emergency Management

The Ramsey County Commission issued a flood Emergency Declaration on March 4.

Benson County Emergency Management

The Benson County Commission issued a flood Emergency Declaration on March 18.



4

Nelson County Emergency Management

The Nelson County Emergency Manager met with the Lakota Ambulance Service to
discuss procedural plans if roads become blocked this spring because of flooding.  The
emergency manager also discussed the need for tetanus shots for ambulance members.

Nelson County officials purchased 5,000 sandbags from the North Dakota Agency for
Surplus Property. These sandbags and sand will be available for residents.

The Nelson County Extension Office has a supply of drinking water test kits, and
information in regard to flood preparation for homeowners. Information on flood
preparedness was disseminated through the grocery stores in the county.

The city of Lakota recently joined the NFIP.



5

Nelson County officials are discussing the possibility of using a water craft for search and
rescue mission and patrol work on Stump Lake. The craft would be on loan from Joe's
Sport Center of Devils Lake and the Polaris Corporation. 

Northern Plains Electric Cooperative

Northern Plains Electric Cooperative, which services the western half of Devils Lake, has
had to abandon eight miles of power lines and has had 10 miles of line impacted by
flooding. The cooperative has disconnected service for up to 20 customers who have
moved from the floodplain.

As the lake level rises, Cooperative representatives expect reliability to be affected and
power outages to increase in duration.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: None at this time.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports. 

9. OTHER INFORMATION: The next State Flood Coordination Center meeting will be held
April 17, 1997 at 1:30 p.m. at the Ramsey County Courthouse basement meeting room. 
State Flood Coordination Center meetings are currently scheduled every month.

Signed__________________________________

  Raymond J. Staiger, Acting State Director

  


